
, 00 0%1

Fireworks release large 
quantities of toxic particles 
such as carbon monoxide  
and sulphur dioxide that  
may remain in the air for  
several days.

On average 35% more dogs and 22% 
more cats are reported missing on 
Bonfire Night than any other night  
of the year. 

In England alone, fire and rescue 
services attend more than 300 fires 
every year on average that are known 
to be caused by fireworks.

Almost a quarter of military veterans 
say fireworks have triggered a negative 
experience for them. 

64% of cat owners who have seen 
their cat experience fireworks say 
their pet shows at least one sign of 
stress, such as hiding.

horses were recorded as being 
killed or injured in firework-related 
incidents between Nov 2010 and 
March 2024.

Many more incidents go unrecorded.
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Microplastics in the River Thames 
at Westminster increased by more 
than 1,000% following London’s New 
Year’s Eve fireworks display in 2020. 
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required specialist burn care  
between 2019 and 2023 following  
a firework-related injury.
(This doesn't include the thousands of children who visit 
A&E or their GP without being referred to a specialist.)

Data taken from International Burns Injury Database
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Around 40% of rabbit and guinea pig 
owners report that their animals are 
scared of fireworks.
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The real 
impact of 
fireworks

Fireworks can affect wild 
birds up to 10km away, 
causing them to leave  
their roosts in numbers

times greater than  
on a normal night.
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More than

of UK owners say their dog 
is afraid of fireworks – that’s 
over 4 million dogs.
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https://combatstress.org.uk/about-us/news/tougher-restrictions-needed-on-fireworks-say-two-of-the-uks-top-military-charities#:~:text=Sudden%20loud%20noises%2C%20unexpected%20flashes,hypervigilant%20through%20to%20panic%20attacks
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X22002168?dgcid=author#bb0265
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4220320/#:~:text=The%20burning%20of%20fireworks%20releases,aluminum%2C%20manganese%2C%20and%20cadmium
https://www.agriapet.co.uk/blog/news/pets-going-missing-on-bonfire-night/
https://www.yourweather.co.uk/news/science/new-year-s-eve-fireworks-harm-millions-of-birds-research-wildlife.html#:~:text=Large%20birds%20such%20as%20geese,hours%20afterwards%20at%20remarkable%20altitudes
https://www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-help-and-advice/pet-health-hub/other-veterinary-advice/dogs-and-fireworks

